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Gandhi Kshetram,
Avanigadda,
Krishna district.

Dr. Mandali Buddha Prasad
(Ex-Deputy Speaker)
M.L.A., Avanigadda.

Ideal Village — Kaza

As told by the Father of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi, Villages
are the sound basis of our country. Villages are the repositories of
the great culture of India. Every village represents a mini India.
Villages used to shine like a universal family with different castes and
categories living harmoniously and unitedly. Our villages used to excel
in agriculture, education, practice of medicine, profound scholarly
knowledge and arts. Kaza is one such village which belongs to that
category.

Kaza Toll Gate is located on Guntur — Vijayawada National
Highway after crossing Mangalagiri. Kaza village is bustling with
traffic/thousands of people travelling through the village every day.

When we talk of Kaza we remember the famous vocalist
Narayana Teerthulu and famous literary personality Tallavajhula Siva
Sankara Sastry. Not only that, we also remember Sri Simhadri Venkata
Ranga Reddy who always stood as the backbone of that village and
was popular as the Head and Chief of the village. It is appreciable
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that his son Sri Simhadri Venkata Rama Reddy who has inherited the
great qualities of his father, has initiated to bring out the history of
his native place under the name “History and Inscriptions of Kaza
Village” treating the village as his mother land.

I congratulate heartily, the famous historians Dr. Emani
Sivanagi Reddy and Dr. Pagadam Nagaraju for having written this
book which contains invaluable information about historical matters,
temples, inscriptions, sculptutes, village Chiefs/Heads, festivals,
Eruvaka (Farmers’ festival) etc. I wish the younger generation to
come forward to compile the history of the villages in the state
drawing inspiration from Sri Simhadri Venkata Rama Reddy and hope
that this book will be recived by the readers fraternity.

Mandali Buddha Prasad
21-06-2025
Avanigadda
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History of Kaza Village

Kaza

Kaza village is situated in Mangalagiri Mandal, Guntur district
on Vijayawada — Guntur National Highway on the South-Eastern
side of Mangalagiri. There is a Toll Gate on the National Highway
at Kaza village and the same is called “Kaza Toll Gate”. Kaza village
has a great history. The details of reference to Kaza village and
historical Kaza village are available in the village, inscriptions in the
temples of Srikakulam of Krishna district and some other places. As
per the inscriptions Kaza village is known as Kranza town and Kranza
Mahadevapuram.

While Chamana Peggadlu’s 1156 CE inscription was the first
one in Kaza village, Vijayanagara Emperor Srikrishna Devaraya’s1519
CE inscription was the last one. Not only that, the famous Vocalist
Narayana Teerthulu was the resident of Kaza village.

Considering the history of indirect references to archaeology
and literature concerning Kaza village, apart from the inscriptions
which are historical, Kaza village has a great history.It can not be
said that the history of the village started in 12"century CE simply
because the first inscription of Kaza village was of the year 1156
CE. The entire history of Kaza village can be reconstructed by
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taking into consideration the historical roots traced in the village,
surroundings and neighbouringvillages.

History can be broadly divided into Pre-historic period and
historic period. Pre-historic period can be again divided into Old
Stone Age, New Stone Age and Iron Age. Historic incidents that
occurred in Kaza village have to be known starting from the Mauryan
period and later on during the local kings who ruled Coastal Andhra
like Sada dynasty, Satavahanas, Ikshwakus, Ananda gotrinas,
Salankayanas, Vishnukundin, Vengi (East) Chalukyas, Velanati Cholas,
Chalukya Cholas, Kakatiyas, Reddy Kings, Gajapathis, Vijayanagara
emperors, Qutb Shahis, Mughals, East India Company, British-India
(Madras Presidency) and Amaravathi Jamindari period.

Pre-Historic Period

Primitive man used to fulfill his daily necessities with stone
instruments and as there were no written documents during this
petiod the same was called “Pre-historic period”. This Period/Age
was divided into lower Paleolithic, middle Paleolithic and upper
Paleolithic. There wetre no clues available about human life in the
neighborhood of Kaza during Paleolithic Age (40000-12500 BCE).
The period of selection of best quality raw material of stone,
sharpening of the forepart of stone axes and also the entire axe and
making it smooth while manufacturing the stone instruments was
called Neolithic Age. During this period revolutionary changes
occured in the life style living at a place constantly, rearing of animals,
agriculture, pot making, transporting on a wheeled cart etc.

Though stone impluments of Neolithic Age (4000-1750
BCE) were not found in Kaza village Stone axes, throw stones,
sharpening stones and broken pieces of pots of New Stone Age
were found in the neighbouring villages view, Peda Konduru,
Godavarru, Nidumukkala, Lamu, Amaravathi and Chebrolu.During
this period though settling down at a place started wandering life
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also continued. In this background there was no need to doubt that
during New Stone Age itself human beings started making temporary
shelters for the first time in Kaza village.

The Last phase of the Neolithic Age was called Chalcolithic
Age (1750-1100 BCE). Along with sharpened/polished stone axes
technical knowl edge/ expertise to utilize the copper metal by melting
the same and use it as implements came to light. Therefore this period
was called as Chalcolithic Age. As traces of this age were available in
the nearby village Chebrolu, Based on this we can assume that human
beings of this age must have wandered/roamed in Kaza village also.

After the Chalcolithic Age, another metal “Iron” was invented.
Iron brought revolutionary changes in the society. This Age was called
as “Iron Age” (1100-500 BCE) and also “Megalithic Age” as the dead
were buried and huge stones were placed around the burial. It was the
custom to bury the iron anpluments, black, red, black and red ware
and ornaments made of other metal used by the dead persons in the
same place. Though this type of clues were not available in Kaza
village, it can be said that it was a human habitation during the Iron
Age as there were traces/clues of Iron Age in the neighbouring areas/
villages like Tenali - Itanagaram,Pinapadu, Lamu and Konakondla.

Early Historical Period (3 BCE - 5"Century CE)

After the writing (script) and coins came into existence, the
villages grevinte as towns, towns formed as market places and cities,
and the period in which civilization developed is called the historical
era. In the north, the Mahajanapadas were the first inhabitants of
this age. In the south, traces of this era have been found since the
time of the Mauryas, Satavahana, Ikshwaku, Anandagotrina,
Salankayana and Vishnukundindynasties belonging to this era.
Evidences of Maurya and contemporary kings have been found in
the nearby villages of Kaja village such as Vaddamanu, Amaravati and
Bhattiprolu. Ashoka’s inscription at Amaravati, the stone inscription
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of Raja Somaka at Vaddamanu, and the inscription of Raja Kubiraka
on the Buddha’s casket at Bhattiprolu stand as evidences for this. Based
on these evidences, Kaja village was under the rule of Raja Kubiraka a
little earlier than the Maurya Emperor Asoka, and it is understood that
later in the 3rd century BCE and afer that Asoka ruled this area.

After the Mauryas, this region came to the hands of the
Coastal Madhyandhra rulers called ‘Sada Chiefs’. Coins of Mahasada
and Sivamakasada of the Sada family were found at Velpuru,
Amaravati and Vaddamanu, located west of Kaja village indicate that
this region was under the rule of the Sada Chiefs before the advent
of the Satavahanas.

Satavahana Period
(1% century BCE - 2™ century CE)

Coins found at Amaravati, Vaddamanu, Chebrolu, Tenali etc.
prove that Coastal Andhra was under the rule of Satavahanas from
1" Century BCE to 2™ Century CE. It can be said that Kaja village
became a small village during the time of Satavahanas as bricks,
earthen pots, shell and terracotta beads were found on the mound in
the outskirts of Kaja village.

Ikshwaku Period (3™ century CE)

After the Satavahanas, the region came under the rule of the
Ikshwakus who ruled from Nagarjunakonda, known as Sriparvata-
Vijayapuri. In the surrounding villages of Kaja, Chebrolu, Tenali and
Pedakondur, Buddhist buildings, coins and fragments of limestone
Buddhist sculptures of the time of Ikshwaku have been found.
Moreover, in 1978, while a wall was being built around the Nagarjuna
University campus whose boundary is shared by the villages Kaza
and Nambur, limestone Buddha sculptures of the Ikshwaku period
came to light. Based on these, it is known that the villages of Kaja
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and Nambur existed during the time of the Ikshwakus during the 3rd
century CE.

Post-Ikshwaku Period (4™-6™ centuries CE)

Jayavarma of Brihatpalayana clan, a vassal of the Tkshwakus
ruled the present Tenali, Repalle, Gudivada and Machilipatnam from
Kodur situated near Avanigadda. As a copper plate inscription of
Jayavarma was found at Kondamudi near Tenali, it can be said that
Kaza village in that area was also under his control. In that inscription,
Jayavarma is said to have donated the village of Panthur (Prathur
near Tadepalli) in Kudurahara (district) to eight Brahmins as
Brahmadeya. Kaja is the nearest village to Pratur.

Early Pallava period (4" century CE)

Simhavarma, the first Pallava vassal who was a vassal of
Ikshwaku, made Dhanyakataka(Amaravati) as his capital in 4 century
CE. He ruled the coastal region comprising the present Guntur,
Bapatla and Prakasam districts around 300 CE. It is known from the
Maidavolu inscription of Sivaskandha Varma and Chebrolu
inscription of Vijayaskandha varma that Kaja village was under the
control of the Pallavas.

Ananda Gotrin Period (4™ century CE)

It can be said with certainty that the Kaja village came under
the rule of the Anandagotrins. The Anandagotrins, the vassals of
the Ikshwakus, became independent at the end of the 3*century and
ruled from the Chejarla in the Guntur district and the Kantheru near
Kaja. The earlist Ardhanari sculpture of our country, carved on a
limestone Siva linga in Pedakondur, a village close to Kaja village,
has brought a special identity to this area.

+%  Dr. Emani Sivanagi Reddy, Dr. Pagadam Nagaraju o9 11
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Vishnukundin Period (4™-6™ century CE)
The Vishnukundin dynasty ruled coastal Andhra, who conquered

the southern and northern parts of the Krishna river from the early
Pallavas and Brihatpalayanas, from 375 to 612 CE. As the inscription
issued by the Vikramendravarma-II of the same dynasty was found at
Eepur village near Tenali, it can be said that the Kaja village which is a
part of this region was under the rule of the Vishnukundins.

Eastern or Vengi Chalukyan Period
(7"-11"centuries CE)

Pulakesi II, the king of Badami Chalukya, conquered the
coastal Andhra in 616 CE which was under the rule of Vishnukundin
and Durjayas, during his eastern expedition. The Eastern Chalukya
kingdom was established by his younger brother Kubjavishnu
vardhana in 624 CE. They ruled till 1076 CE. The entire coastal
Andhra was under the control of the Fastern (Vengi) Chalukyas.

Tadikonda inscription of Ammaraja II indicates that there
was a Simhaparishad, the headquarters of Kalamukha Saivism, in
Tadikonda and Amaravati. Based on this, it can be said that Kaja
village was under the rule of Vengi Chalukyas. According to the
Bejawada inscription of the Yuddhamalla II, he ruled from Chebrolu,
a village near Kaja. The inscription states that he used to take
Kartikeya’s idol in a procession from Chebrolu to Bejawada via Kaja
village and return to Chebrolu via Kaja village which indicates that
Kaja village was under the rule of the Vengi Chalukyas.

Velanati Chola period (11"-13" centuries CE)

The Telugu Cholas ruled the southern part of the Krishna
River as vassals of the Chalukya-Cholas with Chandolu in the erstwhile
Guntur district, today’s Bapatla district as their capital. The first ruler
was Gonkaraja, born of Velanati clan, ruled this region from 1076 to
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1106 CE. It can be said that Kaja village, the nearest village of Chebrolu,
also came under his rule as his first inscription dated 1076 CE is in
Chebrolu. Further, the Bhattiprolu inscription of Chodaraja-I (1107-
32 CE) of Amritalur and the Rajendra-II (1162-1181 CE) show that
the Kaja village was under the rule of the Velanati Cholas.

Inscriptions of Velanati Chola Period

There are stone inscriptions in the village of Kaja issued by
Chamenapeggada (1156 AD), Kolluri Dudiyavanayaka (1156 CE),
Gokanaboyu (1157 CE), Chamena (1157 CE), Navana
Gondyaboyudu(1163 CE), King Kulottunga Rajendra
Chodamanmachoda (1164 AD) and Chodayaboyudu (1172 CE) of
the Velanati Chola period.

Kakatiya Period (13-14™ centuties CE)

From the time of Kakatiya Prola IT, Coastal Andhra Country
came under the rule of the Kakatiyas. The inscriptions of Kakatiya
Ganapathideva (1214 CE) at Chilumuru; of Jayapasenani (1235 CE)
atChebrolu;of Rudramadevi (1276 CE) at Duggirala and (1279 CE)
Kolluru;of Kakatiya Pratapa Rudra (1318 CE) at Kolakaluru indicate
the Kakatiya rule in the region. Two Stone inscriptions dated CE
1255, of the Ganapathideva’s period, Chamana Preggada inscription
dated 1269 CE of Rudramadevi’s period indicate that the Kaja Village
was under the direct rule of the Kakatiyas.

Reddy Period (14™ century CE)

After the Kakatiya, i.e. from 1325 CE, the entire southern
coast area of the Krishna River came under the control of the Reddys
who ruled from Addanki and Kondaveedu. DoddareddyVemareddy’s
inscription of 14™ century located in the premises of Agasthyaswara
Temple in Kaja village indicates the authority of the Reddys in the
area in which the Kaja village was part of it.

+%  Dr. Emani Sivanagi Reddy, Dr. Pagadam Nagaraju o9 13
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Gajapati Period (15"-16™ centuries CE)

After the death of Rachavema Reddy, the last ruler of
Kondaveedu in 1424 CE, the Kondaveedu region was taken over by
the Gajapathis (also known as the Odhra Gajapathis) of Odisha
region. Until the conquest of the region by Stri Krishnadevaraya in
1515 CE, the Kondaveedu area was under the rule of Langula
Gajapati (1425-31 CE), Kapilesvara, Veerapratapa Purushottama
gajapati and Veerabhadragajapati, while Kaja village in this area was
under the rule of Gajapatis.

Vijayanagara Period (16™-17™ centuries CE)

Sri Krishna Devaraya who conquered the forts of
Kondaveedu and Kondapalli in 1515 CE, annexed coastal Andhra
into the Vijayanagara Empire. Since then this area has been under
their rule. An inscription dated1519 CE of Sri Krishna Devaraya is
in Kaja village. After that the region was for a short period under the
rule of Ibrahim Qutbshah (1530 CE).

Qutb Shahi Period (16™-17" centuries CE)

After the Vijayanagar Kings, the region came under the
control of the Qutb Shahis who ruled with Golconda as their capital.
Their inscriptions in nearby villages Mangalagiri and Aminabad attest
this. Seetapati (Shitabkhan), who was a vassal of the Gajapathis during
the reign of Sultan Quli Qutb Shah, was the ruler of Kondaveedu
region. After defeating him, Sultan Quli Qutb Shah occupied that
area and Velanadu of coastal Andhra also fell under their control. Thus
Kaja village of Velanadu area was bought under the rule of the Qutub
Shahis. After the Battle of Tallikota in 1565 CE, Kondaveedu was
captured by Ibrahim Qutb Shah and appointed his representative
Murtuza Khan as the ruler of Kondaveedu. He ruled Kondaveedu
naming it as Murtujanagar. During this period Kaja village was under
their control.
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Mughal Period (17" century CE)

The rule of the Qutb Shahis ended due to seizure to
Golconda by Aurangzeb in 1687 CE and the areas of Kondaveedu-
Kondapalli came under control of the Mughals. Consequently, Kaja
village also came under the regime of Mughals from October 1687
CE until September 1724.

Asaf Jahi Period (18" century CE)

Nizam Ulmulk, who was the Subedar of the Deccan, during
the reign of the Mughal Emperor Muhammad. In 1724 CE, he
declared independence in Hyderabad and established the Asaf
dynasty, the Guntur Circar area came under the control of the Nizams.
Since then, this area remained under their rule until it was handed
over to the British. In this order, Kaja village was also under the
control of Asaf Jahis.

British Period (19"-20" centuries CE)

Amid dramatic developments, the Nizam’s representative
Salabat Jung was appointed as the new Subedar. In 1751 CE, area
from Ganjam to Guntur was gifted to the French officer Bussi who
helped in conquering and later, Kondaveedu also gifted to Bussi.
After that he handed over the Kondaveedu and Circars to the British
as per the treaty between Britishers and Salabat Jung on 14.5.1759.
Between 1788-94, the region was divided into 14 Samantas and Kaja
village also came under the control of Britishers as given by Vasireddy,
the rulers of Chintapalli-Amaravati. From 1849 AD Until 1947 CE,
this area was under the rule of British Madras Presidency.
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Temples

In Kaja village, there are many temples dedicated of
Agastyeswara, Srikodandaram (Kalyana Kesava Swamy), Anjaneya,
Ratnagarbha Ganapati, Poleramma, Ganganamma, Padamata
Desamma and Kanakadurgamma.The Kranja Narendreswara
Mahadevara and Venugopalaswamy temples mentioned in the
inscriptions of above temples and the mandapa pillars of the
Srikakulam temple which do not exist in Kaja at present. The remnants
of Narendraswara temple are seen at Avanigadda, Hamsaladeevi and
Srikakulam temples. During the renovation of these temples, the
Kranja Narendrashwara temple was demolished and used in the above
temples.

An interesting story is circulating about the idol in the
Venugopalaswamy temple in Kranja (Kaja). “Kaja” Venugopala
Swamy idol is located in Salapadu of Chebrolu Mandal.

During the 17" century Salapadu villagers of Chebrolu mandal
namely BejjankiVeereshu, whose relatives and friends went to Mangalagiri
Sti Panakala Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy Mukkoti by walk to Ekadashi
Tirunallu as a bhajan group. On the return journey in the early morning,
they are coming through the village of Kaja, when they got down in the
pond of the village for washing his face, Veereshu felt as if something
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hit his leg. On close
examination, he saw the
statue of a Venu Gopala.
When he told his colleagues,
they said, ‘Aha Swamy’s idol
is so beautiful’ and we have
to take Swamy’s Idol to our
village in any cost’ and
immediately decorated
Swamy’s Idol with clothes
and quickly reached their
village. Later, in the center
of the Kummaripalem in
Salapadu, established a
canopy with palm trees on
a high ground and the Lord
was placed there, worshiped
and offerings were made.

The next day, the
villagers of Kaja, who
wanted to build a temple
to Venu Gopalaswamy in
their village could not find - B
the idol. They searched in Venu Gopala Swami was found in

Salapadu village to locate Kaja village and flourishing in
the idol. Salapadu village

WIS a i

Lord Venugopala
Swamy was already set up a mound and arranged a huge lamp at
Salapadu. Unable to do anything they saw the Swamy and broken
the coconuts and returned to Kaza Village. Even today some villagers
of Salapadu call the Idol “Arey! Eeyana Kaja Venugopalaswami ra”.

+*  Dr. Emani Sivanagi Reddy, Dr. Pagadam Nagaraju ~ +3* 17
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Agastyeswara Temple

The sanctum with arthamandapam and mahamandapam, has
an entrance towards south and a three-storied structure over the
sanctum sanctorum. The platform above the Padavargam (wall)
decorated with Adhisthana, Pillars and Kosthas. The Sikhara above
the roof is newly built. The Koshtas and stone windows on the walls
and the pillars in the mandapa reflect the Kakatiya style of Art.

Siva Linga, small Nandi, idols of Mahishasuramardhini,
Saraswati, Devasena along with Kartikeya, Brahma, Chandikesa, Surya
and Anjaneya are seen on the right side of the wall of the temple.
There is a temple of Lord Ganapati called Ratna Garbha Ganapati
in the same premises and a pond in the north-east. The sword and
bow symbols carved on the temple wall indicate that the temple was
renovated during the Vijayanagara period.

Famzﬁ/ Mentbers of Sri Simbadri Venkata Rama Reddy in front of
Agastyeswara Temple before renovation.
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Kodanda Ramalayam (Kalyana Kesava Swamy Temple)

The temple was called Kalyana Kesava Swamy Temple in
the inscriptions and later on it was called Kodanda Ramalayam. This
temple is having Garbhalaya (Sanctum), Artha mantapa,
Mahamantapa, inscription on right side and Kalyana Mandapa with
four pillars on the left side. Three storied sanctuary is there on the
sanctum. Statues of different manifestations of Lord Vishnu are
therein the Koshtas on the walls.

Kodanda Ramalayam before Renovation
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Sri Seetarama Laxmana's in
Kodanda Ramalayam Temple
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SCULPTURES OF KAZA VILLAGE

1. Mahishasura Mardhini

Standing with the right leg on the
ground and the left leg on Mahishasura,
she pierces the neck of the bow-necked
Mahisha with a spear held in her right
hand and kills Mahisha with her left hand.
She wears a sword, conch and arrows in
her right hand and a wheel, bow and bells
in her left hand. A beautiful crown on the
head, top ornaments like, wearing a sari
around the waist symbolizes the power of a woman. The lion, the
vehicle of the Deity, also expresses joy at the slaying of the demon.
This idol is carved on black stone and dates back to the 13" century
CE(Kakatiya period).

2. Head part of a deity

Carved in red sandstone, this head piece
represents Surya, with a fine crown and jewels on
it, and two hands (different), probably with lotuses.
16"century CE sculpture.
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3. Saraswati

Red Sandstone sculpture of Saraswati
is seen seated in Padmasana, holding
Akshamala, Ankusa on right side and book,
Veena on left with crown on head etc. datable
to 13"century CE (Kakatiya petiod).

4. Kartikeya (Kumaraswamy)

Standing in Samupada Sthanakam with
Kukkuta Dhwaja in right hand, Kartikeya wearing
top ornaments such as Velayudham and crown
on head, Devasena wearing padma in right hand
and hairstyle and Mayura vehicle behind them
are seen. This red sandstone sculpture is datable
to the 13"Century CE (Kakatiya period).

5. Brahma

A Four-faced Brahma sculpture in red
sandstone is portrayed standing in Samapada
Sthanaka holding Akshamala and Sruk on right,
Gindi and Shruvason left, Karandamakutas on all
four heads and ornaments on waist, datable to the
13* century CE (Kakatiya petiod).

6. Chandikeswara

The red sandstone statue of
Chandikeswara at the Somasutra of Siva temple,
with Parashu in right hand, Chinmudra in left hand,
seated on padmasana, karandamakutam on head
and ornaments on waist, dating back to 13"century
CE (Kakatiya period).
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7. Satptamatrukas

There are sculptures of
seven goddesses called as
Saptamatrukas namely, Brahmi,
Maheshwari, Kaumatri,
Vaishnavi, Varahi, Indrani and
Chamundi near the
Ganganamma temple. These
red sandstone sculptures reflects the Vengichalukya style of the 10™
century CE.

8. Anjaneya

Statue of Bhaktanjaneya standing in
Samapada Sthanaka, is holding a small locket on
forehead, Rudraksha ornaments on the body, both
hands with Anjali mudra, tail pointing right. There
is an inscription on a red sandstone sculptured
pedestal (16* century CE).

9. Royal Insignia of Vijayanagara Emplre

The sword and
Varaha symbols were carved
on the wall by Nadendla
Gopaya, an officer of Sri
Krishnadevaraya during the
expansion of the
Agastyeswara temple. Idols
of Gangaparvati,
Veerabhadra, Ratnagarbha
Ganapati, Kodandarama,
Sitalakshmana and Kesava datable to the 16"Century CE are also
seen on the walls.
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ul B e
Stvanagi Reddy, Venkata Rama Reddy and Simbadyi Srinivasa Reddy
examining the sculptures in the Agastyeswara Temple.

Stvanagi Reddy and Venkata
Rama Reddy examining the
inscription in the Kodanda Rama

Temple.
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Shri Ratnagarbha Ganapati Temple

This temple is located in the heart
of the village, facing south to the west of
the Agastyeswara temple. Eruvaka festival
is organized from this temple every year on
Jyeshtha Poornami day. The temple was
renovated in the year 1996

An inscription in front of
Ratnagarbha Ganapati Temple

Ratnagarbha Ganapati Temple
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Agastyeswara Temple

Amongall the temples in the
village, this is the oldest temple. This
is also the Kranja Narendrasvara
temple mentioned in inscriptions.
Historians believe that this temple
got its name because it was rebuilt
by Raja Raja Narendra. This existing
temple has an inscription donated by
Kulottunga Rajendrachola in 1156
CE. This temple is known as
Agastyeswara Temple and Kranja
Aitheswara Mahadevara as well as
Kranja Mulastana Mahamaheswara
Srimahadevara.

Agastyeswara Temple after renovation

R/
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Village Deities (Grama Devatas)

There are Sripoleramma and Ganganamma temples in the
southern direction of the village. These were renovated in 2009.
Similarly, there is a Padamati Desamma temple in the western direction
of the village. The Toorpu Desamma temple on the eastern side is
notin eyistence. There is a Kanaka Durgamma temple on the northern
outskirts of the village.

Kodanda Ramalayam

Dhwajasthambha inscription at
Sri Kodanda Ramaswany

Sanctum Sanctorum, arthamandapam, Mahamandapams, an
Inscription on right side, four pillars Kalyana Mandapam on left side
are existing. A three storied newly built Sikhara is on the sanctum
sanctorum. Koshtas on the walls, in which, idols of Vishnu Avataras.

There is a temple of Sri Anjaneyaswamy in this premises. Sri
Rama Navami celebrations are held here every year on a grand scale.

There is also an idol of Kalyana Kesava Devara in the
Ramalayam. The idols of Sita Rama and Lakshmana were installed
in the Kalyana Kesava Devara temple during the reign of Sri Krishna
Devaraya. This temple is renovated in 2023.
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Sri Kodanda Ramalayam

This temple was originally built by Kulottunga Chola §7/
Kodanda Ramalayama Rajendrachoda Kings have done charity in 1164
CE. Kakatiya Rudradeva Maharaja has donated land (Ten puttis) in
1269 CE.
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S Kodanda Ramalayam after renovation : 2023

Gopala Krishna Temple

This temple is known from an inscription issued by Dodda
Reddy Vemareddy in the 14thCentury CE. It is said that the idol of
Gopalakrishna was taken by the villagers of Selapadu of Chebrolu
Mandal and enshrined in their village.

e

> 4 y : 3 ".A
Subba Reddy

Installation of Kodanda maz/@}am,éa/am — Hon'ble Y.V
Chairman Tirumala Thirupathi Devastanam
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Kumbhabbishekan of  Sri Agasthyeswaralaya
by Sri Simbadyi Venkata Rama Reddy & Swathy in 2016
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Installation of Sri Anjaneyaswamy Shikhara
by Sri Simbadyi Venkata Rama Reddy couple in 2023

Installation of Nandi 1dol in Sri Agasthyeswara Temple
by Sri Simbadyi 1V enkata Rama Reddy in 2016
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Laying of Foundation Stone for
Poleramma and Gangalamma Temples by
Sri Simbadri Venkata Rama Reddy couple
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Santi Homam of village deities Imla//az‘zon of w//age deities am’

performed by Sri Simbadri Abbhishekam by Sri Simbadri
Venkata Rama Reddy couple Venkata Rama Reddy conple
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Installation of Poleramma

Installation of village deities
on 1" May 2009

and Gangalamma temples
by Sri Simbadri
Venkata Rama Reddy
couple

Pl | dnir = A ; 190

Inangurating the staircase way by ML.C M. Hanumantha Rao
& Sri Alla Ramakrishna Reddy on 11" March 2024

R/
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Inangurating the staircase way by Sri Alla Ramakrishna Reddy,
local MIA leading to Gandalaya Swamy temple sitnated at the
end of Panakala Narasimba Swamy Hill, Mangalagiri,
and MI1.C M. Hanumantha Rao,
donor Simbadri Venkata Rama Reddy are seen.
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Sri Agastyeswara Swamy Temple stone plague, Kaja 1 illage
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Guntur Drought of 1833

The drought of 1833 in Guntur Mandal was recognized as
the most severe one in India. This drought which came all over South
India and most of the people died in Guntur Region and it was called
Guntur Famine. Half of the population and 90 percent of the cattle
died during that period.

According to a report in the Madras Presidency Manual, 2
lakhs people died in Guntur and the government lost a revenue of
Rs. 2.27 crore. Officials who visited villages like Kaja and sent a
report to London about the dire conditions led to the construction
of a dam at Bejawada on the Krishna River. The dam was started on
5"January 1853 under Captain Orr and completed in August 1855 at
a cost of 6 crores 62 lakhs 536 rupees.

Bodhi (Peepal) trees

At the heart of the village, there were two Bodhi trees near the
Agastyeswara and Vigneswara temples. Narayana Tirthulu used to
meditate under these ancient Bodhi (Peepal)trees. During heavy cyclone
in 1977, these two heavy trees fell down. Because of these Bodhi trees
and mound (patidibba), Kaja village seems to be Buddhist temple like
Nambur. Narayana Tirthulu used to meditate under these trees.

Terracotta Ganesa Sculptures

Two small terracotta
Ganesa idols were found in the clay
fields of Simhadri family. In Kaja
there were two small hamlets
namely Venkata gopalapuram and
Padamata Munnangi. No longer
exist now. It can be said that these
idols belong to the period of the
Anandagotrins of the 4*century CE.
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Water wells in the village

Nagula Bavi | Snakes Well Jodu Bavi [ Twin Well

There are wells dug by elders in the past, to meet drinking
water needs which were named as Ramalayambavi, big well,
Nagulabavi, and jodubavi.

Ancient stone grinder

An ancient stone
pounder/grinder near the
Palapa Bavi on the banks of
the canal on eastern side of
the village fields indicates

that the area was once
inhabited.
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Pati Dibba (Ancient mound)

In the heart of the village there was an earthen next to the
house of Sri Simhadri Varu. If you stood on this mound, Nambur

village can be seen. Elders used to say that a necklace of gold and
emeralds was found on the mound. This mound dates back to the
time of the Satavahanas.

Active Role of Kaja Villagers in Guntur
District Communist Movement

After the formation of the first Communist Party cell in Tenali
in Guntur district in 1935, the same year on 17" of April, a district
meeting of the Communist Party was held at Devil’s building (Dayyala
Meda), which is located on the second line in Bradypet, Guntur. After
that, in many movements, public struggles and peasant struggles made
and participated by Simhadri Siva Reddy, Simhadri SivaRamareddy,
Simhadri Vasudeva Reddy, Simhadri Pedda Subba Reddy,
Satyamareddy, Edanagendra Reddy, Gade Narasimha Reddy, Simhadri
Subbareddy, Simhadri Nagireddy, Syamalapullareddy, TallaKotireddy,
Dontha Peddarangaiah of Kaja village etc. prominent Farmers played
the main role.

Celebrities who visited Kaja village

Kaja village is known as an ideal village and has drawn the
attention of celebrities. Many prominent people visited the village
when Simhadri Ramareddy and Venkatarangareddy of the village
were village munsiffs. Among them, the then Chief Minister Sri
Neelam Sanjiva Reddy visited Kaja village. Even though the Chief
Minister of the state, who belongs to a Peasant family, simply sat on
a'wooden chair in front of a simple table in the house of Sti. Simhadri
Venkata Rangareddy without observing protocols and formalities.
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Similarly, prominent political leaders & Chief Ministers namely
Sri Kasu Brahmananda Reddy, Mr. BhawanamVenkatarama Reddy, and
the then Ministers Mr.Uppunutala Purushottamareddy, Mr. Gauthu
Lacchanna, and Mr. Vardineni Venkateswara Rao visited Kaja village.

The village of Perakalapudi in Duggirala mandal was known
as Kajavari Palem. Those who migrated from Kaja village built that
village. The village is now called Perakalapudi because of the presence
of Perakal caste in that village.

Sri Gouthu Lacchanna Electricity Minister inaugurated electric
lamps in Kaja village, on 2™January 1956. Panchayat Board President
Mr. R. Suryanarayana welcomed the Minister. Sri Simhadri Venkata

Rangareddy presented a garland to the minister and welcomed him.
Member of Legislative Assembly Mr. Meka Kotireddy presided over
the meeting. President of the Panchayat Board offered thanks giving
of the meeting

Sri Neelam Sanjiva Reddy attended the meeting as a Chief Mmzsz‘er and
sat on the floor and had meals in Simbadyi Venkataranga Reddy house
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HISTORICAL PERSONAGES FROM
KAZA VILLAGE

Sadguru Narayana Tirtha

Narayana Tirthulu, the
Vaggeyakara who pioneered the
new genre of kirtanas called
“Tarangamu’ in South Indian
music and published the Taranga
volume ‘Krishnalilatarangini’,
Narayana Thirtha was born in
Kaja village in 1675 CE to
Tallavajhula Nilakantha Sastry and
Parvathamma. Narayana
Theerthawas also known as
Govinda Sastry. It is known from
the writings of Puccha Venkata
Subrahmana  Sastry  who
researched on Narayana Tirtha that Tallavajhala Ramakrishna Sastry was
the progenitor of their clan. Their ancestors worked as court musicians
in Amaravati Samsthanam. It is customary for all these clans to add the
word ‘Tirthulu’ at the end of their names. Another scholar Natarajan
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who has done special work on Narayana Theertha, concluded that
Narayana Theerthawas born in 1675 CE and died in 1745 CE. Eminent
scholars belonging to the same lineage of Kaja villager Sti Tallavajhula
Sivashankara Sastry did further research and confirmed that Narayana
Theertha was born on Ashadha Suddha Ekadashi.

Narayana Theertha studied all the sciences under Vasudeva
Pandit in his childhood. Elders say that Tirthulu, known as Govindu,
used to sing divine hymns, and that fellow students complained to
their teacher about his lack of interest in studies, and that the teacher
reprimanded him.

As the Guru instructed not to sing songs, the Teerthulu used
to get up early in the morning and sit under the Ravi tree (Bodhi
tree) behind the Agastyeswara temple and sing kirtans and then go
to school. The students, who noticed, went to the teacher and
complained again that the Theerthulu had not stopped singing and
were singing Kirtans under a tree situated at the end of the village.
To know the truth, the Guru went to the spot prior to Teerthulu and
sat on the top of tree where he was singing. As usual, the Theertha
came and started singing in ecstasy and after noticing the same, the
teacher identified that he was not an ordinary student, but a great
devotee, came down from the tree, prostrated to the disciple and
said that hereafter you are my teacher. When the Guru told this to

his fellow students, from then on, they all started respecting the
Theerthulu.

Govindu (Teerthulu) when he became a teenager was married
to a maiden from Vedadri on the banks of Krishna. Once to go to
Vedadyri, they left Kaja and travel through the banks of Krishna and
crossing the Krishna to reach Vedadri on the other side bank. On
the way, suddenly flooded in the river Krishna and was in danger of
dying, took athurasanyasa, and on that occasion a raft fell on him,
and with its help he crossed the river and reached his mother-in-law’s
house in Vedadri.
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When his wife went to fetch water to wash her husband’s
feet, his wife saw him as a hermit, and she called to her mother,
‘Mother!” He is 2 monk. She said he is not my husband. She asked
the Terthulu and he said that he was a monk and that he had become
a monk while crossing the river. Moreover, he told his wife that he
wanted to become a monk forever, got her permission and returned
to the village of Kaja, went to Kashi and took asceticism there with
Sri RamananduYatiswara.

When he was in Kashi, Teerthulu, receiving alms from seven
houses every day, and went to his house and meditated on Lord
Krishna by chanting and dancing. On that occasion Lord Balakrishna
used to dance with him.

While the Theerthulu was singing and Krishna was also
dancing, the deities composed music, and the people around who
heard the sounds thought that the Tirthulu was spending time with
women and stopped giving him alms. While the Thirtulu was spending
time inside the house chanting for Krishna, but he was not coming
out, when they made a hole to the house, they saw a mother feeding
him rice. Since then they have been serving the Tirthulu with great
respect.

While the Tirthulu going to bath in the Ganges, the fragrance
of sandalwood emanated from his body, and some wanted to know
this secret, some people saw from the roof of the house, while the
Tirthulu was singing, Lord Krishna was seen dancing with the gopikas.
Govinda added the word “Tirthulu’ to his birth name of his ascetic
and became known as Narayana Tirthulu. Brahmananda Kashmira
Sadananda and Andhra Maheshwara Tirthulu were his disciples in
Kashi.

Narayana Tirthulu as a great scholar a singer and pandit,he
wrote SriKrishna Lilatarangini, Parijatapaharanam, Bhakti
sudhartaveeri, Sandilya, Bhavyadikaranamala, Sankhyakarika
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Commentary, Sankhya Tattva Kaumudivyakhya, Nyaya Kusumanjali
Tika, Nyayamuktavali Tika, Bhatta Bhasha Prakasika, Yogasutra
Commentary, Siddhantabindu, Laghuchandrika, Vedaspatika, Vedanta
Vibhava Natika, explanation Deepika. Their comments were called
Chandtika and Guru Chandrika.

Narayana Tirthulu wrote Srikrishnalilatarangini in verse and
prose, the story of Rukmini Kalyanam in Srimad Bhagavata
Damaskandha. Each part of this book is called Taranga. That is why
his Kirtan sare called Tarangas. There are total 152 Tarangas in Sri
Krishna Leela Tarangini. These were sung by Tirtha in 36 ragas.

As a famous orator Sri Narayana Tirtha went from Kasi to
Puri to visit Lord Jagannath and spent three years in their agrahara at
Kuchimanchi in Konaseema, East Godavari district. After that he
visited Agiripalli, Srikakulam, Vedadri, Addanki and Singarayakonda.
There are so many musicians in Addanki still who sing tarangas.

As part of his wanderings, he visited Tirupati, there from he
reached Bhupathirajapuram and settled there. Knowing about his
devotion, the King built the Sri Krishna Temple and the Narayana
Tirthaha installed the idol of Krishna personally. After that, he went
and lived in Tiruvidai Marudarai. According to the advice of
Sachidananda Swamy there, Theerthulu reached Tiruvayyur and spent
some time and then reached Nadukkaveri by crossing Kolladam river
and stayed in a temple, when Swami appeared in the form of Varaha.

Later he visited Appar at Kollanothurithiye village, reached
Tirupundulli and performed penance. While he was staying there, a
Brahmin who was serving him asked him for some money, then
Narayana Theertulu told him that Amarasimha, the ruler of Thanjavur,
was suffering from an injury by putting a herb in the hands of Brahmin
and advised him give this herb and he will give you the money whatever
you want. The Brahmin who did so was given a huge amount of money
by Amarasimha, who was cured of the wound. Knowing that the
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Tirthulu had given this herb, Amarasimha visited him, donated some
land in that village and dug a pond.

Knowing that the Tirtha was about to die, they told the king
and the villagers of Tirupandurthi. While everyone was watching
the Tirtha, on Thursday, 1745 CE, Masinela, Sukla Ashtami, Krittika
Nakshatra, a Jyoti came out from the body of the Tirtha and went
into the sky. Since then, singings continue to take place at the living
tombs of Tirtha, till today.

Sadguru Sri Narayana Teerthulu Trust has been established
and a mandir has been built in the village of Kaja where the great
Shri Narayana Teerthulu was born, and the birth and death days of
the Teerthulu are being solemnly celebrated.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE
SIMHADRI FAMILY

Sri Simhadri Appireddy, the progenitor of the Simhadri
family, was the Mirasidar of the village in 1795. After him, his son
Mr. Simhadri Subbareddy took charge as the head of the village.
After that, Sri Simhadri Chinna Kotireddy, the son of Stri Simhadri
Subbareddy continued as Village Pradhan (Village Headman) till 30-
11-1877 in that post.

The District Collector vide orders No. 1600, dt. 30-11-1877
Shri Simhadri Chinna Kotireddy was removed from the post because
he rejected to take responsibility to collect the revenue (Taxes/revenue
etc) on behalf of the British Government. Guntur district was hit by
a severe drought from 1871 to 1881. It was also called ‘South Indian
Famine’. At that time, the British government ordered Sri Simhadri
Chinna Kotireddy, son of Sri Simhadri Subbareddy, to collect taxes
from the village and pay them to the government. Shri Chinna
Kotireddy was unable to take up the responsibility of collecting taxes
when there was a severe drought and the villagers were in dire straits
and did not even have proper food. The British officers who came
with their team on horses and ordered Sri Simhadri Chinna Kotireddy
to collect the taxes and confiscate the properties of those who did
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not pay taxes. Mr. Chinna Kotireddy was threatened with dismissal
from his post if the taxes were not collected. He replied them that I
will not collect the taxes from the public and I do not want this
position and my son will not take-up that position, if the next
generation wants to take it up, it will be left to them, Mr. Chinna
Kotireddy wrote on the resignation letter given to the British Collector.

It is pertinent to state that during the lifetime of Sri Simhadri
Chinna Kotireddy, the government did not attempt to appoint any
other person as permanent head of the village. For 29 years (from
1877 to 1906) only temporary appointments were made. No
permanent appointments were made.

The post of ‘Grama Munasabu’ (Village Chief)was not filled
on a permanent basis until one member of Sri Chinna Kotireddy’s
family came (as stated in the order of 1908), the village institutions
were revised once in 1878 and again in 1902.

N.S. Brody, ICS, the Collector, Guntur District restored the
inheritance rights of the family of Sri Simhadri Chinna Kotireddy
vide orders dated 2-3-1909.

According to the orders of the Collector, Sri Simhadri
Ramareddy, S/o. Simhadti Peda Subbareddy and the grandson of Sti
Simhadri Chinna Kotireddy, has been entrusted with the office of
village munasabu on a permanent basis as a hereditary right. He died
suddenly while serving as President of Sitarama Co-operative Society
in Kaja. After that Sri Simhadri Ramareddy’s son Sri Simhadri Venkata
Rangareddy held the post of village Pradhan/Munasabu till 1983.
He has also served as the Director of Guntur District Central Co-
operative Bank, President of Mangalagiri Co-operative Society and
Managing Director of Ganga Kalpataru Co-operative Super Bazaar.
Their only son was Sri Simhadri Venkata Rama Reddy. He also
followed in the footsteps of their father (Sri Simhadri Venkata
Rangareddy) and successfully completed many programs for the
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development of the village. In addition, he worked hard to make
Kaja village the best village in the district to carry out many more
works. Sri Venkatarama Reddy’s son Sri Simhadri Venkata Rangareddy

is also following the same tradition.
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Sri Simbadri Rami Reddy
Village Munasabn
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History And Inscriptions of Kaza Village (Temples & Sculptures)

Development works undertaken
in Kaja village under the
leadership of

Mr. Simhadri Venkata Rama Reddy

In January 1987, while he was a student of Reddy College in
Guntur, he ran the NSS camp for two weeks, laid roads and dug
sewage canals in Pullaiah Nagar in the village. In 1993 he played an
active role in the construction of NH16 road over bridge at
Venkatareddypalem in collaboration with Mr. Raghavaswamy,
Engineer-in-Chief, R&B Department.

On the 1st of May 2009, installation ceremony of the new
idol of Sri Ganganamma, Poleramma and Poturaju was organized
along with the village elders.

In 2010, he played an active role in providing compensation
to the Dalits who lost their habitats and houses during the expansion
of the National Highway in collaboration with Shri A. Samuel, the
then Principal Secretary, Revenue Department.

In 2010, Gangadharam the then R&B Engineer-in-Chief sent
a proposal to the concerned NABARD, Mumbeai office to convert
the Chilumuru bypass into a road and gave his contribution.
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In 2012, he assisted Appikatla Srinivasa Rao, Sarpanch to get
special funds for the construction of a bridge over the Guntur Canal
going east of the village, with the help of the then Engineer-in-Chief-
Irrigation Shri BSN Reddy.

Development works at temples

Since 1988, he got completed development works and
installation of idols at the Ratnagarbha Vigneswaralaya compound
wall. In 2016, the dilapidated Agasthyeswara Temple was solidified,
a new Vimana Sikhara, Kalasa, Nandi, Salagaram Installation, and
laying of new tiles work completed with the help of the village people
on 21stApril 2016. It was completed with the cooperation of Mr. C.
Ramachandraiah, the then Minister of Endowments Dept.

In 2023, the dilapidated Sti Kodandaramalayam was renovated
and made very beautiful. Sri Kodandarama Swamy, Sri Anjaneya
Swamy, Kalasa installation on the peaks of Rama Kalyana Mandapam
and Maha Kumbhabhishekam was performed with the help of the
village elders.

The reconstruction work was carried out with the support of
Mr. Alla Ramakrishna Reddy, MLLA, Mangalagiri, who built Viman
Shikharas and compounds. Sri Y. V. Subbareddy, T.T.D. Chairman

has visited (on 24th of March 2023) to Maha Kumbhabhishekam
and performed pooja programs.

In 2009 Mr. Reddy played a leading role in constructing
Poleramma and Ganganamma temples with the most beautiful and
spacious Mahamandapam. Pongalla Mandapam was built near
Poleramma and Gangalamma temple. Stri Nara Chandrababu Naidu,
Telugu Desam President also addressed a meeting in this mandapam.

Sri Alla Ramakrishna Reddy, MLA and M. Hanumatha Rao,
MLC jointly inaugurated the stairway to enable devotees to reach the
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Gandalayaswamy Temple on the hilltop of Mangalagiri Sri Panakala
Narasimhaswamy on foot. It was started on 11th of March 2024.

Tallavajhala Sivasankara Sastry

Sivasankara Sastry, popularly known as Swamy Sivasankara
Sastry, was also a descendant of Narayana Teertha. Their parents
were Lakshmi Devi and Krishna Sastry. He was born in Kaja but
settled in Ongole. He is an emotional poet and multilingual expert
and pen scholar. Participated in the freedom movement and served
imprisonment. He is a Buddhist fan.

Among his many works Kavyavali, Rajamata, Avedana, Kavitha
Priya, Kaviraju, Jeevan Sandhya, Kanchanamala etc. are priceless poems,
plays and novels. Horoscope stories and his Buddhist writings for
Bhikshak. Founded Sahitya Samiti and ran Sahitya Patrika. Subrahmanya
Sastry, who is distinguished by his writings, wrote the English book “The
Mind and Art of ‘Siva Sankara Sastry’, while Rachakonda Narasimha
Murthy wrote ‘Siva Sankara Kavya Darsana’ in Hindi.

PONDS / TANKS

A New pond in Survey No. 310 (Ac. 89-74 cents) of Kaja
village, East pond in survey No. 344 (Ac. 33-46 cents); Thiruveedhula
Basavanna pond in Survey No.09, among the ponds dug by farmers,
new pond, Ratnala pond, Kondai Kunta, Palapa pond in Survey No.
8, Sundarayya Sagaram Koneti Kunta is important.

CANALS

Kaja High Level Canal was dug in 1937 with the efforts of
people like Simhadri China Subbareddy. Due to the lift irrigation
facility established on it in 1940, it is called Karentu Kalva.

600 village farmers registered a Lift Irrigation Company in
1940 to cultivate 1250 acres of land. They collected money per acre
and managed it themselves. In 1947, the peasants could not run this
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company and they were concerned that the government should take
it over. This current canal is not present.

Another canal constructed in 1972 is called Guntur Channel.
On the 1stof January 1982, with the efforts of Eda Nagendra Reddy
and some others, the Kaja-China Kakani Lift irrigation scheme was
started on this canal. Shrivardhineni Venkateswara Rao, Head of State
Groundwater and Irrigation Development Corporation inaugurated
the event.

CULTURAL PROGRAMMES & ARTISTS

Singing bhajans, songs, kirtans, harikatha, telling burrakathas,
dramas and poetic dramas are good examples of village art. They
used to perform dramas and dramas like Battle of Ramanjaneya,
Battle of Krishnarjuna, Shri Krishna Rayabaram, Paduka
Pattabhishekam, Lavakusa, Brahmamgari Natakam, Telugu Talli,
Pattimpu. Apart from that, many plays were performed to sensitize
the people during the Quit India Moment.

Kolipaka Ranga Rao, Tiruveedhula Bhaskara Rao, Valiveti
Suramma, Ramanatham, Satyanarayana, Uddanti Vamadasu, Kagitala
Suryanarayana, Neeli Venkateswarlu, Panchumurthi Satyanarayana,
Ramanatham, Mallikarjuna Rao, Avvaru Venkata Ratnam, Cherukuri
Sambaiah and Eda Nagendra Reddy are prominent among the
dramatists of the village.

MEDICAL FACILITIES

By the 1800 year, a local ayurveda doctor named Guthikonda
Basavachari from Kaja village used to conduct proper medical
checkups and treat the people. It is pertinent to say that there are still
nearly 20 abraded spots on the rock where he prepared the ayurvedic
medicine. After him, Chavali Palayaya not only treated the people of
the village but also the surrounding villages as local ayurvedic doctor.
Near his house one Herbal vendor used to be there.
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Machiraju Appiah, who belongs to
the village, not only provides good
treatment for snakebite in the village, but
also blows into the ear of the snake bitten
person until he regains consciousness.
Doddaka Pedarangaiah used to treat the
patients of the same village by chewing
the leaf and put its pulp in the eyes of the
patient.

VETERINARY CARE Medical Facilities

When the cattle of the village and surrounding villages fell
ill, the sons of Simhadri Peda Subbareddy, Simhadri Kotireddy, Veera
Reddy and Kulindra Reddy respectively, provided the necessary
treatment.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTES

In the days when there were no government schools, there
were Papachari’s School, Chandramouli’s School, Ramanatham
Sankat’s School, Enduri Anjaiah’s Schooland Krishnaiah’s School in
the village.

ENTERTAINMENTS & AMUSEMENTS

Relatives in the village were called for auspicious activities in
their homes and arrange meals with various cooking recipes. The

dishes varied according to the occasion.

For weddings and other programs held in a villager’s house,
from every house, everyone in the house (preventing cooking rice),
sometimes one man or one woman was invited for dinner. Names to
be called, those who remember well who to call in the house were
selected and sent to each house. They used to gift clothes.
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On the occasion of such feasts, relatives of those celebrating
the feast used to send milk or curd, and vegetables. In case of
marriages, the relatives used to come voluntarily to lay the canopy
and also to prepare the food, everyone comes and works together
and it gives a different feeling of a festival.

And after coming to meals, they used to sit on the line. Two
adults used to sit one side and the other used to sit on other end. If
the waiters are in a row, they serve Gongura, Joru (sago), Milk talikalu,
Lemon rice serves more and more even they rejected by talking
humorously. There were one or two special people in the village to
spread ghee in meals.

They used to let thumb finger in the ghee bowl and makes
fall less ghee, and gets compliments.In those days, bowls and glasses
were brought from home for meals. Those who don’t eat sweets put
them in the side plate. One person may get 4,5 sweets like that.

ENTERTAINMENT ACTIVITIES

In the evenings when people from daily agriculture and other
professions had no work, people used to have fun, singing poems,
performing bhajans, playing Kolatam, Kabaddi, Chedugudu,
Harikatha, Burrakatha, Sleeping scene with pressing harmonium,
Mayala fakir, monologues and Puranic prophecies. The artisans were
given rice from every house.

When the harvest is ready, Ganta Saibu, Budabukkalawalas,
Masabattulu, Katikappers/gravekeepers, in their respective guises,
perform their education and receive gifts. They used to compete in
Shivratri and shape Prabha. During the dry season, lifting shells,
pulling stones with bullocks, organizing competitions and giving prizes
are customary.On the day of the eclipse, the rules were enforced not
to look directly at the sun and not to stay for sometime in the house
where the owl had entered.
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Weddings used to be a lot of fun. If anybody married
bridegroom or bride of another village, they used to arrange “Vididi’/
short stay in the houses of their relatives in the village. From there
they go to Ram’s temple with sweet juice pots and then go to the
wedding house with band and drums. In some cases, the bridegroom
was taken in procession on horses.

When a wedding is taking place, the pouring of talambras is
a strange process. Later in the gift givings, those who lined up used
to put small items like chillies in big packets and wave them with
pandit and laughs.

After marriage, they make sit both facing each other on a bed
and play like a ball with a gold chain. After that, when the new bride
came to their house, everybody stands on the main entrance demands
to say her husband’s name, it is a practice to recover new bride from
shy. On the 16thday of the marriage, the canopy was removed, the
block erected at the place of marriage was removed and a sixteen-
day festival was held and meals were arranged for all the relatives.

If a young boy asks for chappals in those days, elders in the
house used to tell “why do you require chappals now, they will be
given to you at the time of your wedding”. Thus he used to get first
pair of chappals at the time of his wedding;

The married family used to spread yarns all over the village
to share the joy of the arrival of the new daughter-in-law. Five or six
young women, thin and slender, used to distribute six kinds of sweets,
bundi and banana fruits in small steel buckets to the entire village.
By doing that, those who are not married and those who are not in
the village will know this.

FESTIVALS & COMMON DINING

They wait for the festival to be celebrated when the whole
house is full of children. Each festival is unique and different. Itis a
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ceremony to go along the fields and ridges to Vinayaka Chavithi to
bring patri/a type of leaves. Itis a ritual to come home with a bag of
‘PATRI’ by drowning in the canal. Atla Tadde it is the duty of uncles
to cradle their nieces and remove their fear. Somebody spread itchy
leaf on other’s skin and enjoys by laughing at the victims.

On Dussehra, giving some food items to Brahmin pantulu,
children going around the village, spinning flower pots on Diwali,
lighting divinities with gogu sticks, earthen pots, lighting snake
crackers, during Sankranthi festivals, putting drawings and
gobbemmalu, putting each chariot in another chariot muggulu, adding
to another muggu. Haridasas comes to every house singing kirtans
and bhajans on the occasion of Sankranti. It was customary for the
male cows play to come to every house with a Sannai Melam, thereby
doubling the festive atmosphere.

Shravan Friday was celebrated by all the women in the house
very fondly, and in the month of Kartika they used to celebrate going
outside on green field and have food and sea bathing very smartly.

Records of local history

As part of the collection of local history in the early days of
the nineteenth century, around 1816 the then Surveyor General
Colonel Colin Mackenzie visited the Kaja village with his team
and took copies of inscriptions which are historical monuments.
These copies in Dasturi of that time are called village Kaifiyattu.
Also in 1872 the then collector Robert Sewell also recorded the history
of the village. In this way, the history of Kaja village was recorded to
the next generations because of those two English nobles. All the
villagers are indebted to both of them.

Agriculture — Crops raised

After the construction of the dam at Vijayawada, the first
rainwater source, there were changes in the agricultural practices and
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crops in the village due to irrigation water sources. Before the canals,
korralu, sorghum, maize sorghum, ragu, sajja, kandu were the
groundnut crops. Then came the rice harvest. In the dry land orange
and sapota gardens used to be there.

Handicrafts

In the village there were artisans of handlooms, carpenters,
Goldsmith and blacksmiths with excellent artistic skills.

Kaja Railway Station

In the month of May 1952, the site of Kaja Railway Halt was
decided. The place is identified at post number 502/18 between
Mangalagiri-Nambur stations. It is said to have started between the
years 1955-1960.

To have a railway station in a village, there must be passengers.
Otherwise there was a campaign that the station would be removed.
So there was a campaign in the village. As a rule in the village, don’t
board the bus, board the train, most of the passengers used to go to
the train station and board the train. Now that railway station has
been removed due to less number of passengers.

Kaja as a junction

People and traders from the south and west used to stay at
the inn of Kaja village in their carts and by foot they go to Bejawada
and Krishna district. They used to stop the carts with grain near the
Kaja Rama temple to night. The pond next to them was very useful.
It was the same on the return journey, at Kaja junction, the villagers
used to arrange meals for the traders and their helpers who came
there. They provide free fodder and water to the cows. That was the
beauty of the village life of those days.
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Eruvaka is a big festival

- 87i Ramojn Haragopal
COnvener,

Kotha Telangana Charitra Brundam,
Hyderabad.

Eruvaka is a big festival for farmers. This festival comes on
the full moon day during the rainy season, month of Jyeshta. This
festival is known as ‘Krishi Poornima’. Many festivals are related to
agriculture. If we analyze the festivals, they are mostly related to the
seasons and agriculture.

In the Buddhist stories, Eruvaka is said to be the
“Vassamangala Day”. Gautama Buddha’s father Suddhodana started
Eruvaka on this day and gave golden ploughs to the farmers. Eruvaka
is mentioned in Hala’s ‘Gadha Saptasati’. It is written in inscriptions
that during the reign of Ikshwakulu Vijayapuri (Nagarjuna Konda)
was the capital, the Emperor Chantamula donated one lakh ploughs
(Satasahasra Hala) to farmers.

Eru means plough, a plough driven by oxen. Eru+poka or
Erut+woka =Eruvaka, a plough prepared for ploughing hard by oxen.
Eru means Selayeru and also means river. Vaka means flow. Eruvaka
is also known as cool current. “Vrishabhapuja’is one of the important
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festival activities performed on this day. The bulls are washed, their
horns painted, decorated with neck rings and anklets. It is customary
to worship bulls with incense, lamp and offerings just like worshiping
gods. Cattle, especially bulls, are fed sweets, pongali and bhaksya.
They are taken to the fields in procession with bands and drums.
The ground/mud/soil is also worshiped at fields. After that, they
start ploughing the field with a plough for the first time. The
agricultural year also starts from this day for agricultural wage earners.
In fact, the year also begins with Jyeshtha Shuddha Padyami.

On the same day in the North, farmers are worshiped under
the name ‘UdvrishabhaYagnam’. In Jaimini’s ‘Nyayamala’ this subject
of bull worship and bull racing appears. On the day of Eruwaka,
competitions like bullock cart dragging and stone dragging are held
in some places.

The lands should be wet by the day of Eruvaka. The ground
trembles when it starts to rain. Sita (Ploughs lines) stored with water
will produce like milk every year (Rigveda 4.57.7).

Farmers start the festival of ‘Polalananni Halala Dunni,
IlatalamoHemamPadaga’. There is no big festival for mankind. The
plough was a great tool in the cultural evolution of human life. It has
changed the whole man’s way of living. Archeological evidence has
been found that man started farming in Neolithic Age. Plough-making
and herding were the main factors in the evolution of man from the
hunter-gatherer stage to the agricultural stage.

Farmers worship the fields that give them food, the bullocks
that work for ploughing, and the agricultural implements as the giver
of rice/food. In addition to praying the plough and prayed starting
the ploughing. The rain god Indra was also prayed. There are
mythological stories that Moon is the ruler of medicines and crops.
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Yeruvaka festival in Kaja village

— Simhadri Venkata RamaReddy

Eruvaka Pournami is a traditional festival celebrated on
Jyeshtha Poornami every year during the rainy season.It is customary
for the farmers of the village to celebrate the big Eruvaka festival
with great enthusiasm and joy at Sti RatnagarbhaVighneswara Swamy
temple located in the heart of Kaja village.On this day, Kaja village
will be glittering with relatives as villagers and women who have settled
in other places come to Kaja village to participate in the festival.

It is a deep belief of the villagers that if they receive
prasadam/undrallu distributed by the four main leaders (Peda Kapulu)
from the four pillars on the four sides of Vighneswara temple, they
will get all good things and good health and their troubles will vanish.
On the occasion of Eruvaka, the farmers bring the beautifully
decorated Arakas and tractors to the Vigneswara temple, perform
pooja to them, go to the fields and start ploughing and agricultural
work. They pray to God that this year’s agriculture will be done
without any disruptions and the dairy crops will be abundant and the
work will be started by praying the ploughing instruments.
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Eruvaka is the only festival in our country that cheers up the
farmer. This festival is organized with the good will that the country
will be good only if the farmer and the farmer’s labor are good.
Eruwaka is a festival celebrated by farmers across caste and religion.
Eru means plough, Vaka means auspicious. Eruvaka, a farmers’
festival celebrated with renewed hope when the soil is suitable for
ploughing. Cultural programs are organized by various artists on this
day. Agriculture is the cornerstone of Indian culture and way of life.
The first tool for it is the plough. The main resource is rain.
‘Krishipurnima’is a festival celebrated by the farmers when the rainy
season begins. It has the names Pulapurnima and EruvakaPunnami.
‘Eru’ means plough and ‘Eruvaka’ means beginning of sowing.
Worshiping Lord Indra, who is believed to bring rain for agriculture,
worshiping the plough and starting agricultural work are the highlights
of Jyeshtha Poornima. If we look at the reason why farmers celebrate
this festival, Astrology says that Jyeshtha is a good star to plough and
start work. Jyeshtha Purnima is the day when the moon is in
conjunction with that star. Due to all the above reasons this festival
is celebrated on Jyeshtha Purnima.

Do you lift the plough or wish to board corpse stretcher?

Farmers rear bullocks and crops with more love than their
sons. They are also taught some tasks for fun. A bullock puts his
own cart or yoke on his neck, is freed again, goes out from the house
and stops in the field, goes out in the field and stops at home. Some
oxen also lift sacks of grain with their horns and drop them on the
cart. The farmer we are talking about is teaching his ox to yoke and
put it on his neck. He says as a warning, “Do you board corpse
stretcher?”. He keeps threatening]

At last one day the ox will lift the yoke on his shoulder. The
farmer feels very happy.

R/
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A long time passed and the farmer grew old and died. He has
all assets and debts. The three sons left the dead body as it is and
clamored for shares - making the dead body an orphan. Then this
bull, named Sarabhudu by the farmer, got up and lifted the dead
body with its horns and put it safely on the cart. After that, the yoke
of the cart was put on its neck and it walked solemnly into the farmer’s
field. The big Sagar water channel, where the bullock and farmer
used to sit, stopped under a neem tree next to it. An attempt was
made to move the farmer’s body to the cemetery, thinking that some
space would be wasted if the body was buried in the field. The bull
resisted the attempt by throwing its horns. Finally, the farmer’s body
was buried under that old tree. Sarabha realized the last wish of his
master, the farmer, and made it come true. After that, Sarabha dived
into the water canal as if he was going to take a bath. He fell into the
stream of the canal, drowned, floated, went far away from anyone’s
sight and disappeared in one turn. This is the relationship between
the farmer and the cattle. They take the decorated Arakas (Ploughs)
and tractors with band and drums and perform puja and start the
agricultural work.

Festival leaders, Simhadri Venkatarama Reddy, Kukkala
Koteswara Rao, Chennam Srinivasa Rao, Bommu Picchi Reddy, stand
on the pillars on the four sides of the Vighneswara Swamy temple
and distribute undralla prasadam to all the devotees. It is the deep
belief of the devotees that those who receive this prasadam will get
rid of their sufferings and attain longevity and health.
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Festival leader Simbadri Venkatarama Reddy distribute Undralla Prasadam
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Inscriptions of Kaja village
now in a temple at Srikakulam, Krishna district.

1. (AR.No0.171/1894; N0.996/SII.IV.P.326)

An inscription dated to 1155 CE (Pushyamasa, Suddha
Panchami, Guruvara) during the 7th regnal year of Sri Rajaraja
Darapanayakudu, Chamena Preggada officers of Tribhuvana
Chakravarthi, Sriman Mahamandaleswara Kulothunga Choda
Gonkaraju have donated Ten Kulothunga gadyas (coins)
towards the supply of ghee to the perpetual lamp of Kranja
Narendreswaradeva and kept the money at the disposal of 12
maidens for the purpose.
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Another inscription at Srikakulam of the temple
(AR.No0.165/1893; N0.990/ SII.IV.P.324).

An inscription on a pillar at Srikakulandhradeva temple,
Srikakulam dated to 1155 CE, records that certain Ullaya, son
of Muppasani of Bhimapuram has donated 10 Rukas for the
perpetual lamps of Narendreswaradevara, and kept the money
with the temple maidens Narabhadara and Tikkabhadara for
the purpose.
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History And Inscriptions of Kaza Village (Temples & Sculptures)
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Another inscription on the same pillar, Srikakulam (AR
No.169/1894; 994 /SII1.IV.P.325).

An inscription on the above pillar dated 1156 CE records that
certain Kolluri Dudipaya Nayaka has donated 10 Rukas for
the evening lamp of Kranja Narendreswara Mahadevdra and
kept the money with the temple maidens Vemabhadara and
Tikka Bhadara for the purpose.
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History And Inscriptions of Kaza Village (Temples & Sculptures)

An inspection on a pillar at the entrance of the temple,
Srikakulam (AR.No.167/1893, 992/SII.IV,P.324).

An inscription dated 1156 records that Chamana and Mettuna
Preggadu (ministers) have donated 10 Biruda rukas for the
Sandhya deepa of Kranja Narendreswara Mahadevara and kept
the money with the temple maindens Vemabhada and
Tikkabhada for the purpose.
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History And Inscriptions of Kaza Village (Temples & Sculptures)

Another inscription on the same pillar (AR.No.168/1893;
No.993/SI1.IV.P.325).

An inscription dated 1157 CE records that Gokana Boya
(carrier of the palanquin of Rajendra Chodaraja of the Velanati
Choda family) has donated some amount of money for the
Sandhya deepa (Evening lamp) and kept the money with the
temple maidens Vemabhadara and Tikka Bhadara for the
purpose.
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History And Inscriptions of Kaza Village (Temples & Sculptures)

Another inscription on the same pillar (AR.No.170/1894;
No.995/SI1.IV.P.325).

An inscription dated 1157 CE records that Chamena, son of
the temple maiden Muduvama has donated 10 Rukas for the
evening lamp and kept the money at the disposal of the temple
maid for the purpose.
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History And Inscriptions of Kaza Village (Temples & Sculptures)

An inscription on a pillar near the Gopura of Srikakulam
Temple. (AR.No.164/1893; No.980/SII.IV.P.323).

An inscription dated 1163 CE records that Navanaboya and
Kondyaboya donated some money for the evening lamp of
Kramja Narendreswara Mahadevara towards the merit of
Kulothunga Rajendra Choda and kept the money at the
disposal of Sanimunnuru for the purpose. The imprecatory
verses mention that whomsoever interrupt the system would
accrue the sin of killing 1000 cows at Varanasi.
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History And Inscriptions of Kaza Village (Temples & Sculptures)

An Another inscription at the same temple at Srikakulam.
(AR.No0.166/1893; N0.991/SIL.IV.P.324).

An inscription dated 1172 CE records that Chodaya son of
Kasavanaboya donated some money for the evening lamps
Kranja Narendreswaradevara towards the merit of his parents
and kept the money at the disposal of Jaruvana son of
Tikkabhadara and Sureya son of Vemabhadara for the purpose.
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History And Inscriptions of Kaza Village (Temples & Sculptures)

Mandapam: in Anjaneya Sculpture inscription at
Srikakulam Agasteswaralayam, Kaza

Inscription on Inscription on

Mandapam Pillor Mandapam Pillor
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History And Inscriptions of Kaza Village (Temples & Sculptures)

Mallinayaka inscription dated 1257 CE @ Kaja
(on the eastern wall of Agasthyeswara temple).

Mahadandanayaka (Chief of the army) Mallinayaka has
donated 50 goats for the merit of his mother Komaradevi for
the perpetual lamp of Itiswara Mahadevara of Kranja.
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History And Inscriptions of Kaza Village (Temples & Sculptures)

10. Kaja was mentioned in the inscription of Gunaga
Vijayaditya the Vengi Chalukya Chief (9th Century CE).

An inscription of 9th century issued by Gunaga Vijayaditya,
the Vengi Chalukya dynasty records that he has donated the
village Vuturu near Pamarru in Krishna district to 14 pandits
out of which one Sivasarma was from Kaja village. The
merchants of the village of Kaja appealed to the king that
they were facing draught due to lack of rains.
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History And Inscriptions of Kaza Village (Temples & Sculptures)

11.  Kraja/Kaja mentioned in the inscriptions at various
places. Chinakakani inscription dated 1324 CE.

Kranja Agasthyeswara temple was mentioned in an inscription
dated 1518 CE, at the Govardhana temple, Tenali.

1518 CE inscription of Mangalagiri.

1546 CE Inscription of Kondaveedu.
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Pedakakani inscription of 1518 CE which mentions a road
leading to Kranja.
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History And Inscriptions of Kaza Village (Temples & Sculptures)
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Aninscription dated to 1315 CE from Attili in West Godavari
district mentions that Attili Devayaraddi has donated some

land to Kranja Kommanaboya towards the supply of ghee for
the temple lamp.
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An inscription from Pedakallepalli of 17th century records
that Kranja Linga Reddy, Kranja Bovisetti and Timruni Setti
appealed to the local Muslim ruler that they cannot pay the
lease amount due to the famine.
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History And Inscriptions of Kaza Village (Temples & Sculptures)

12.  Kajainscriptions on a pillar in front of the Kodanda Rama
Temple at Kaza. (AR.No.253 of 1892)

An inscription dated to 1164 CE records that Pinnamma,
queen of Kulothunga Choda Rajendra has donated 12 putties
of land under the Erra Cheruvu towards the rituals and
Prasadas of Kranja Kalyana Kesavadevara.
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History And Inscriptions of Kaza Village (Temples & Sculptures)

13.  Another inscription on the same pillar (AR.No.254 of
1892).

An inscription dated 1269 CE records that the body guard of
Rani Rudramadevi namely Bollinayaka has donated 10 puttis
of land to the maidens attached to Kalyana Kesavadevara.
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History And Inscriptions of Kaza Village (Temples & Sculptures)

&
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Inscription of Sri Krishnadevaraya
in Kodanda Rama Temple
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History And Inscriptions of Kaza Village (Temples & Sculptures)

14.  Another inscription of Bollinayaka in Agasthyeswara
temple (AR.No.256 of 1892).
Aninscription dated 1269 CE issued by Bollinayaka, the body
guard of Kakatiya Rudramadevi records that he has donated
10 puttis of land to the maidens of Mulasthana Malleswara
of Kranja for their maintenance.
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History And Inscriptions of Kaza Village (Temples & Sculptures)

15. Doddaredddy Vemareddy inscription (14th Century CE)
(AR.No.254 of 1892)

An inscription of 14th century CE records that Doddareddy
Vemareddy and Kotaraju Rayavinodi Veera Kondaya has
donated some lands towards the food offerings to Kranja
Agasthyeswara and Gopala Krishna for the merit of
Meesaraganda Lakkapa Nayaka Machiraju, Lingamaneni
Madanendu and 24 castes etc.,
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History And Inscriptions of Kaza Village (Temples & Sculptures)

16.  Inscription of Nadindla Gopaya Mantri dated 1519 CE
(Epignahia Indica. Vol.VI, PP.108-32)
English version.

Records that Appayamatya son of Nadindla Gopaya has built
an elaborate mandapa to God Agasthyeswara of Kaja.
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History And Inscriptions of Kaza Village (Temples & Sculptures)
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17. Gunaga Vijayaditya, the Vengi Chalukya King has issued
copper plate grant at Satuluru dated 844 CE mentions that he
has donated the village Upputuru to 24 Brahmins in which
Sivasarma from Kaja village was one among them.
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No. 80.
(A.R. No. 125-A of 1897)

(ON THE PILLAR TO THE RIGHT OF THE SAME ENTRANOR)
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Village Map
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